
TELEVISIONS 

Big screens, 
small price 

SERIES 8 F8500 PLASMA 
SAMSUNG 

***** If you want your 
television to be a 
"window on the world". 
Samsung's newest 
plasma screen fits the 
bill. It's quite literally as 
big as a window, with a 
screen size of 64 inches 
that makes newsreaders 
look like Godzilla 
descendants and 

TVs are becoming bigger, smarter 
and more lifelike, but they're not as 
expensive as they once were, write 
Rod Chester and Jennifer 
Dudley-Nicholson 

A lAW 55 

**** Sony says 70 per cent of Bravia 
customers connect their TVs to the 
internet and watch on-demand video so 
it provides the option in this 
55-inch screen. The Sony smart TV 
package gives you access to four catch
up channels (ABC iView, 585, PLUS7 and 
Ten). music and movies from the Sony 
Entertainment Network, Pandora, 
Quickflix and more. But there's more to 
this smart TV. This 100Hz full high
definition screen has a simple black 
border with an attractive chamfered edge 
and a curved stand. There are two 

NFC for one-touch screen mirroring if you have a 
Sony Xperia 2 smartphone. The passive 30 LED LCD 
TV comes with four sets of 3D glasses and its connectivity includes four 
HDMI ports, wi-fi and TV Sideview that links the TV to Sony, Android and 
Apple tablets. 

$2299 I SONY.COM.AU 

The first thing you notice about this TV is 
not what you can see, but what you 
can't. This smart TV with great picture 
quality has a borderless bezel. It comes 

with two remotes, including the Magic 
Remote. You can use this to navigate 
the TV menus by voice control or by 
moving a mouse-like pointer. The full 
high-definition LED LCD TV has a 
240Hz refresh rate, an in-built PVR and 
HD camera for Skyping, and passive 3D. 
Along with four HDMI ports, you can 
connect devices in a range of ways. If 
your tablet or smartphone is 
compatible, you can wirelessly connect 
with the TV or you can use Mobile HD 
Link to plug in an Android device, 
letting you charge your tablet or phone 
while watching content on the TV. 

$3499 I LG.COMIAU 

requires a generously 
proportioned lounge 
room. Mercifully, the 
screen quality of the 
FSSOO is similarly 
window-like, with deep 
blacks to appreciate 
during art house films 
and crisp full high
definition resolution 
helped by 600Hz 
motion technology. It 
also has all the smart 
features of its 
generation, from natural 
voice to gesture 
recognition, and menus 
that will organise your 
TV options, provide 
internet content and 
offer movie streaming. 
The plasma screen is 
heavier than its LED 
rivals at 36.2kg, thicker 
at S.Scm, and colours are 
not quite as bright or 
sharp. It is a lot cheaper, 
however, and is bound to 
attract big-screen fans. 
$42991 SAMSUNG.COMIAU 

55-INCH 
BORDERLESS TV 
KOGAN 

***iJ 
If you're wondering how many smart TV 
features you'd use, the Kogan may be 
worth your consideration. This 55-inch full 
high-definition LED LCD TV with a 120Hz 
refresh rate does not match the others in 
this review in advanced features, but it 
still provides a substantial viewing 
experience with a 55-inch screen. Kogan 
describes this as having a Samsung-made 
panel. though that isn't the same as 
having the technology or software of a 
Samsung TV. The remote control is best 
described as basic when compared with 
high-end competitors but, again, that 
could be a compromise people are willing 
to make. It has TV-recording capabilities, 
three HDMI inputs and comes with a 
heavy, black glass base. 

$129 I KOGAN.COM 


